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SPREADING MESSAGES OF PEACE THROUGH 
ESSAY WRITING CONTESTS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN SOUTH SUDAN

INTRODUCTION:

Empowerkids-South Sudan is a national 
non-governmental organization founded in 
2014 by Edward Eisele and South Sudanese 
citizens. It is registered with Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) under 
registration number 169 (under Chapter 3, 
Section 10 of the NGOs Act, 2016). The 
purpose of this organization is to build a 
brighter future for South Sudanese children 
and to create an enabling environment as they 
grow and become contributing members of 

the South Sudanese society. Empowerkids-
South Sudan strives to enhance the learning 
opportunities for South Sudanese children in 
an effort to build their personal, social, and 
professional capacities and abilities.
Beginning in February and continuing 
through December 2017, we conducted a 
new essay contest within Secondary Schools 
on the subject of PEACE. Based upon recent 
history and events in South Sudan, it seems 
that having an ongoing conversation about 
something almost all citizens of almost all 
countries today in the world enjoy (PEACE) 
can be a healthy conversation that hopefully 

helps to point us in that direction.

With this initiative, students in our Secondary 
Schools were given the opportunity to freely 
express their visions and opinions on the 
lasting PEACE they would like to see in their 
new country South Sudan. Indeed, all of the 
wining essays were eloquent, to say the least, 
and give us hope that we have many thousands 
of newly-educated young people maturing 
into roles where they are going to make a 
difference. 634 students from the fifteen 
schools participated in the contest last year 
and 150 of the participants were selected as 
their essays emerged as best of all following 

thorough reviews and the recommendations 
of the Evaluation Committee in each school 
in reference to the provided guidelines.  
We introduce to you herewith the best 
peace essays written by the South Sudanese 
children who cares about their future and with 
hope that there would be lasting peace in the 
country where they will enjoy learning and 
live decent life like citizens of other countries 
that enjoy significant freedom, peace and 
tranquility. It is hope that these essays will 
inspire each one of you in different ways and 
motivate you to care about these children by 
working together to bring lasting peace in our 
country.  

Name of Student: Christine Ikuye Olum
Sex/Age:  F/18  
Class:  Senior 3A
School:  Dr. John Garang National 
Secondary School – (Torit)

My Vision:
I Christine, begin by saying that a healthier and 
well-informed South Sudan that is free from 
poverty and where there is social justice and where 
children’s and women’s rights are protected and 
where people live in harmony with one heart in 
suitable environment.

Many people always talk about peace, and 
according to my own understanding the word 
peace is defined as a freedom from disturbances, 
or is defined as the absence of war. Or is happiness, 
joy, tolerance, love, charity, forgiveness, stability 
of mind, heart and kindness. Peace is the religion 
for both man and universe, because in peace good 
things are possible. While in the absence of peace, 
we cannot achieve anything of positive nature 
either as individual or community or international 
level. Peace is the universal law of the nature, that 
is because God love the condition of peace and 
disapprove of any state of unrest. When there is 
peace in the country, I think there would be respect 
for human rights, there is unity in the community 
when there is peace and sense of belonging to the 
country. When there is peace, people exchange 
experience and share knowledge. And peace can 
help in planning if someone want to do his/her 
needs. 
Peace leads to social unity through nationalism - 
the feelings of the high and low are banished from 
minds of people under which unity is achieved. 
For instance, good leaders make people with full 
force that our nation can progress and can have 
prestigious place in the world only when all 
disparities are removed.  Peace leads to political 
unity and stability. Nationalism is great organizing 

force ; and through this force, the leader create 
political unity among the people and crash 
disintegrating tendencies to bring about stability 
in the nation. Nationalism helps in curbing mutual 
conflicts and quarrels and the attention of people is 
drawn towards a big problem.

We can bring a sustainable peace in the country 
when we understand ourselves, and in a peaceful 
way anyone would answer that she/he wants 
to live in peace. Even though there is plenty of 
love in the country, there is enough of struggle, 
war, problems, family disharmony, violence and 
intolerable behaviors.  

And when there is absence of peace, citizens are 
the people who have legal right to belong to a 
particular country. Because when there is absence 
of peace in the country, the citizens are the victims 
as well as the children under the age of five and 
sick people. When there is absence of peace, 
the people will be the most affected ones in the 
country that is to say these are the needed.

A sustainable peace can be brought in the country 
through globalization by encouraging the free 
flow of  people, goods, information services and 
knowledge. We can bring a sustainable peace  
through organized attempts of environmental 
protection and protection of human rights. And 
when we want to bring sustainable peace in the 
country, we should be patience in all aspects of 
life; forgive others even long standing. We should 
not purchase weapons, trying hard not to judge 
others, avoid tribalism in the country, cultural 
differences, power struggle and injustices. It 
encourages colonialism and imperialism in the 
name of nationalism. South Sudanese race discover 
many things have been taken from the country and 
discover many new markets for their goods in the 
name of racism and established colony, when there 
is peace in the country aggressive nationalism lead 
to racism.

To solve peace we should understand every one’s 
interest. This is the solution the one that satisfies 
every one’s interest. This is a time for active 
listening, put down your differences for a while 
and listen to each other with the intention of 
understanding.

In all what I have written and what I have 
mentioned above, I thing if we all follow the steps 
of bringing a sustainable peace in the country and 
listen or understand everyone’s interest or listen 
to one another in the country, I think we would 
achieve a sustainable peace in our country forever. 

Name of Student: Isaac Mabutu 
Okot
Sex/Age:  M/18  
Class:  Senior 2B
School:  Dr. John Garang National 
Secondary School – (Torit)
Peace, according to my understanding is absence 
of war. And shortly about the advantage of peace, 
it leads to development in our country (South 
Sudan) and also good relationship among us.
In my vision, all the fighting and the suffering we 
are in will soon end, and our country will develop 
like the others. This is how South Sudan will look 
like in my eyes. And also according to me, the 
following steps need to be taken to achieve my 
vision for sustainable peace in South Sudan:

1. Implementation of Peace Agreement:
Peace always need agreement by warring parties 
to prevent further continuing of conflict  and 
insecurity by involving all segments of society 
(women, youth and elders) in peace process.

2. Public Act of Forgiveness, 
Reconciliation and Religion:
Forgiveness and reconciliation are very important 
and can influence people towards positive attitudes 
to one another resulting to peace creation, and 
religion can serve as a powerful connector between 
two competing parties sharing the same faith.

3. Avoiding Tribalism and Corruption:
These are the most common practices in 
South Sudan, and should be avoided to 
prevent rebelling by the corrupted person. 
And likewise, tribalism as we are all one 
people and one nation we can lead the country 
together not only one tribe who knows how 
to lead and if these are avoided we will see 
peace started coming in our country.

4. Organizing Sport Activities:
Sport is very important in bringing peace, 
because when youth engage in sports, their 
families come to watch them which provides 
a rare occasion for communities to come 
together and interact among themselves, 
hence resulting to peace.

5. Prevention of Cattle Rustling among 
Cattle-Keepers:
This is through top-down approach to 
traditional authorities and community 
policing. Signing of peace agreement between 
cattle keeping communities so that they can 
have good relationship among themselves 
hence results to peaceful living among them.

6. Improving Agriculture by 
Government: 
It is the backbone of South Sudan’s economy. 
By providing farms tools and equipment to 
farmers and also constructing large-scale 
farms and also constructing irrigation in dry 
areas. These can results to enough food in 
the country as people are leaving the country 
mostly because of hunger (starvation). If this 
is done, peace will come automatically in 
South Sudan.

7. Building of Social Service 
Infrastructure:
For example, health center, education, safe 
water, as well as encouraging vital economic 
activities such as establishment of markets, 
trade and relevant financial systems to solve 
the needs of citizens, hence peace is brought.

Last steps I can take to promote peace are:
a) Voluntary Participation for Peace 
Promotion: As peace need voluntary 
contribution by all citizens of South Sudan as 
I sometimes feel like to talk more about peace 
to other people. b) Church Life: Encouraging 
my fellow youths to like church (religion) 
life since it is a powerful connector between 
two competing parties sharing the same God. 
Respecting people and being kind to one 
another as well as helping elderly (in need) 
people.

In Conclusion:
I have hope that all the steps of bringing 
sustainable peace are followed or put in 
consideration by all of us South Sudanese or 
citizens and mostly the government (GOSS), 
I am very sure we will experience sustainable 
peace as well as development of the Country.
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Name of Student: Daniel Arkanjilo Oburak 
                                                        (Torit) 
Sex/Age:  M/19  
Class:                Senior 2
School:                  Fr. Saturlino Ohure 
Secondary School 

Vision:
Human rights, employment, non-violence 
people, just government, freedom, justice and 
development.

Introduction:
Sustainable peace refers to the accord, which 
must be preserved and protected for all 
citizens of South Sudan to be in peace and 
harmony.

Prayers for Peace:
Prayer is a request of help or expression of 
thanks made to God or gods. The churches 
will call the world for prayers: ‘Dear Lord 
Jesus bless the two warring parties to bring 
their hands together and send forth your Holy 
Spirit among them, and let the light of truth 
penetrate among the deepest recess of their 
souls so that they would bring peace in South 
Sudan. Lord Jesus, permeate them with your 
healing light and penetrate the very depths 
of being with your love. Oh Jesus, transform 
their whole beings with your infinite love and 
help them to bring peace in our country South 
Sudan as a whole. Send your Holy Spirit and 
transform them in Jesus name, I pray, Amen’.

Reconciliation:
Government, government, why are you doing 
such bad things in our country South Sudan! 
War is the wicked enemy of any nation. 
It destroys the livelihood of people and 
infrastructure. This ongoing conflict in South 
Sudan has no mercy, it killed thousands of 
orphans during the previous wars which is 
not good.

I hereby requesting you the two warring 
parties please, please we need peace, freedom, 

justice development, human rights in South 
Sudan. You are leaders of this nation, why 
are teaching us such behaviors, which means 
we are going to stop fighting with pens and 
our books to joint what you are doing. In this 
case, we are not going to achieve what we 
want to be in the future, which is not good.

Let us be like other countries that are staying 
in peace and harmony, and in cases of any 
war, their government immediately would 
solve their problems.

Involvement of grassroots communities in 
peace building – that is to say that without 
involving local communities in peace 
building and peace process, reconciliation 
will be difficult in South Sudan, which is not 
good.
Principle of Reforming/Replacement:
In this term, it refers to the improvement by 
making changes. If the two warring parties 
refuse to sign the agreement for the country 
to be in peace, the development is not going 
to be in South Sudan. So the mediators 
would make principle of reform – that is 
by restructuring Ministry of Defense and 
Security. This begins with penalizing Military 
Generals who have rebelled by reducing their 
ranks.

Reform could start with creation of election. 
This could allow the people of South Sudan 
to elect their Mayor, Government, Members 
of Parliament and President of their choice.

Conclusion:
I concur and acknowledge that, if there is 
prayer, reconciliation and reformation or 
replacement of leaders or government, I 
think there would be peace in South Sudan. 
This means leaders themselves are not free 
till they choose peace, freedom for their own 
goods. The capacity to be in freedom, peace 
and harmony is what give people dignity. 
There will also be happiness in the country of 
in the present of peace.

Name of Student:Elizabeth Ayak Mathiang
Sex/Age:          F/19  
Class:           Senior 2
School:            Fr. Saturlino Ohure 
Secondary School (Torit)

Vision:
An inspirational description of what an 
organization or government would like 
to achieve or accomplish in mid-term or 
long-term future it intends to serve as a 
clear guide for choosing a current and 
future course of action. Instead I want 
to see a real and sustainable peace in my 
country.

Here are four (40 things that must happen 
if we are to avoid future tensions leading 
to conflict again:
1. Involve Grassroots Communities 
in Peace-building:
Without involving local communities 
in the peace process, peace-building 
and reconciliation will always be 
difficult in South Sudan because local 
communities are the ones most affected 
by conflict and the ones left with the 
pain of loses after the conflict ends. 
Working with the grassroot communities 
would lay a solid foundation for the 
rebuilding of the broken relationships 
and trust that these communities once 
had. Throughout the peace period prior 
to joining CARE, I worked a lot with 
communities surrounding oil producing 
areas and saw firsthand how the failure 
to address frustrations around resources 
management was part of a wider picture 
of division and tensions at the community 
level that were being ignored.

2. Focus on Engaging the Youths:
Experience from the last decades of war 
has shown that youths are among the 
primary victims of conflict because they 
are target for manipulation by leaders 
and recruited into armed groups. Many 
of these youths miss out potentially 
and destroying their future because 
the conflict overwhelms the education 
system.

3. Civilian Disarmament is Crucial 
As long as the civilian population 
remains armed, it will always remain 
difficult to bring sustainable peace to 
South Sudan. The continued wide spread 
availability of arms presents an ever-
present threats to the local population. 
These threats encourage cattle raiding, 
increase the likelihood of inter-ethnic 
fighting and affecting food security by 
preventing people from working on 
their farms. Conducting comprehensive 
and simultaneous disarmament in South 
Sudan is therefore vital. To achieve this, 
we need the neighboring countries  and 
the wider region to support disarmament 
to crackdown on illegal arms muggling to 
prevent the spread of weapons from other 
conflict – affected states in the region. 

In Conclusion:
The sustainable peace can last for so long 
if the government gives an equal right 
to every citizens/South Sudanese across 
the nation wide and also builds centers 
for youth to dialogue peace leading to 
development in South Sudan.

Name of Student: Babikiri Muhammad Ezedin
Sex/Age:  M/18  
Class:  Senior 4
School:  Fulla Secondary School 
(Nimule) 

My Vision for Sustainable Peace in South Sudan:
I am very happy and proud of my country, South 
Sudan and I am happy to share my vision with 
fellow citizens of my country. My vision is that, 
one day South Sudan will be like other nations in 
this world, peacefully, proudly the citizens would 
live. I envision a peaceful South Sudan that 
looks like a country full of happiness, justice and 
prosperity for its citizens to live. My life might 
be different in peaceful South Sudan because, 
now citizens’ dignity is lowered down but in 
a peaceful South Sudan, there will be justice, 
freedom for citizens in the country and they will 
be happily living in the country.

Steps I believe need to be taken in the order to 
achieve my vision for sustainable peace in this 
country are shortlisted as below:
i. Justice: Justice means being fair and 
just but you may find someone not being fair 
and just with other people because of injustice 
between the citizens. So, my dear citizens we 
have to be just and fair with fellow citizens.

ii. Provision of security: Today insecurity 
cases are highly increasing. You find someone has 
been killed but say unknown gunmen.

iii. Diversification of economy: Economic 
crisis is highly increasing and the government 
rely on custom duties which may not be enough 

to provide all services to citizens to sustain 
their lives. So, let the government to open many 
sectors of the economy like agriculture, industries 
and mining in order to diversify its economy. 

iv. Not being concerned of ethnic 
differences: You may find someone saying I do 
not want other people because simply they are 
not my tribe mates. For example, sectors owned 
by Madi man, he will not employ someone from 
Dinka tribe. So please my dear citizens, let us 
avoid tribalism to promote sustainable peace in 
South Sudan. 
v. Human rights: In our country, human 
rights laws are not being followed. You will find 
someone’s right is neglected because he is simply 
not educated or poor and old. So, please we 
need to respect each other dignity and tights to 
promote sustainable peace in South Sudan.

Steps that I can take personally to promote peace 
are as follow:
- Personal commitment for non-violence 
in the country in order to promote peace in South 
Sudan.
- Being fair and just to fellow citizens in 
the country in order to promote peace in South 
Sudan.
- Being faithful and forgiving person to 
the fellow citizens in order to promote peace in 
the country.
- Being kind and patience to each fellow 
citizens in order to promote peace in the country.
- Being respectful to country’s laws and 
orders in order to promote peace in the country.
- Avoiding tribalism by doing and by 
doing so, it promote sustainable peace in the 
country.
If all the above steps are taken and followed, 
South Sudan will be peaceful country and we 
need to work for justice and avoiding violence 
in order for sustainable peace to prevail in South 
Sudan.

Please South Sudanese, we need peace and it is 
not far from us. Please we need to learn to forgive 
and work for justice and peace will one day come 
to South Sudan. Through justice, it will lead us to 
our vision for this country. Let us joint our hands 
together for a sustainable peace in South Sudan.

Name of Student: Andrew Kuol Wol
Sex/Age:  M/17  
Class:  Senior 4
School:  Fulla Secondary School 
(Nimule) 

My Vision for Sustainable Peace in South Sudan:
South Sudan did not enjoy peace since it was 
formed. My vision for a sustainable peace in 
South Sudan is the ongoing conflict and famine 
because right now every South Sudanese either 
literate or illiterate, the deaf, the blind has 
realized the importance of peace and what wars 
cause. Peace is the forthcoming to South Sudan. I 
always dream about it and I am praying every day 
and for God to make my dream come true. 
 In my eyes, a peaceful South Sudan 
looks like a developed and life-enhancing 
country competing politically, economically, and 
socially like that of United States, UK, and other 
developed countries. 
 To be honest with what God gave 
me, I might be an international artist in music 
promoting South Sudan to the next level if there 
is peace and I am optimistic that will happen for 
my beloved country. 
 In order to achieve my vision, the 
following should be done:
• Sensitizing the local people about the 
importance of peace and dangers of war. 
• Peace concerts in every village and 
town. 
• Media houses in South Sudan should 
have a Peace program
• National dialogue

• Agriculture 
• Building of more schools especially in 
villages. 
• Disarmament. 
• Justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. 
• Cooperation 
Reasons or Rationale
 Peace concerts like drama and music 
shows about peace in every single villages and 
towns and after every month. 
 Media houses should at least bring this 
program up and make people discuss and give 
their views about peace in South Sudan. 
 Tribes in South Sudan hate each other, 
so there should be dialogue among them. We 
should forget about the past and reconcile. 
Without food, there will be no peace and that is 
why the conflict escalating due to the famine in 
the country. The government should find a way of 
improving agriculture in the country. 
 Illiteracy leads to war. Honestly, there 
are people who are fighting without knowing the 
root cause of the war; so more schools need to be 
set up especially in villages to educate them. 
 To be honest, South Sudan is full 
of guns. Everywhere you go; whether in the 
markets, rivers, hospitals, and it scares people. 
Civilians and soldiers without assignment should 
be disarmed. 
 These are the important things that 
guide a country but in South Sudan, they are 
not considered important. That is why there is 
corruption, robbery, killing, and bribery. 
 South Sudanese should cooperate with 
their leaders hand in hand and revert from the 
ongoing selfishness and solitary life of working 
alone. 
As person with a sense of nationalism, I will take 
the following initiatives:
• I should have a heart of forgiveness. 
• I should sensitize the communities 
about peace. 
• I should cooperate with my leaders. 
• I should pray to God day and night to 
forgive South Sudanese and fill their hearts with 
peace. 
In conclusion, every South Sudanese should ask 
him/herself, “What can I do to bring peace in my 
country?” The obvious is on us especially we the 
youth: the future is ours. God bless South Sudan!
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Name of Student: Afrah Santo Ayok
Sex/Age:  F/18  
Class:  Senior 3
School:  Juba Girls Secondary 
School

South Sudan Sustainable Peace: A Youth 
Essay Contest (2017).  

South Sudan will be a country for peace, 
justice, and equality. The democratic system 
will be conducted where every citizen will be 
equal in South Sudan. 

South Sudan will be looking like the country 
where everyone respects the rights of women 
and children. A country where there is no 
fighting so that women and children will not 
run to the forest again and they have to enjoy 
their lives in a peaceful South Sudan. 

My life will be different because I will study 
in a country where there is peace and if I 
finish my studies, I will have the opportunity 
for getting a job and my dream of becoming 
an engineer will come true. 

To achieve a sustainable peace in South 
Sudan, we have to make awareness through 
the radios, TVs, and we go to the grass-
root areas and tell them about how peace 
is very important to all of us and that war 
is destroying our future. The women and 
children are the victims of this conflict. 

Through games and sports, I believe, we 
will promote peace and unity as they bring 
people together from different language 

groups and races. Many teams have been 
formed to compete in various games and 
sports for example soccer, volleyball, 
basketball, and athletics. This is to help the 
participants to share ideas and bring them 
together. Our national team is made up of 
players from different communities of South 
Sudan. This enhances a united South Sudan, 
and promotion of peace is achieved through 
game and sports. It also promotes teamwork, 
friendship, peace, and cooperation. During 
inter-school competition, students come 
together to support their respective teams 
and also to support the youth who come from 
different areas in South Sudan to meet and 
make strong friendships. 

Games and Sports also bring sustainable 
peace as it creates a strong feeling of 
patriotism especially when out ream wins, we 
all feel happy and share the glory. In this step, 
I believe it will promote peace in our beloved 
country, South Sudan. 

Intermarriage can promote peace because 
if couples from different tribes marry each 
other, they will be in-laws and the relationship 
will be stronger than before. 
Opening peace clubs at every school in South 
Sudan because the children from different 
tribes of South Sudan are studying at one 
school and tell them about the importance 
of peace so that they will understand the 
meaning of peace so that they grow up with 
language of peace. 

In conclusion, we should create awareness 
for peace because people in grass-root areas 
should be aware about peace. Games and 
sports promote peace. It brings different tribes 
from different areas together. Intermarriage 
can promote peace because if two people 
from different tribes marry each other, it will 
bing peace to our communities. Opening 
peace clubs in school will bring sustainable 
peace. If the young generation understands 
what is peace, they will not fight each other 
and they will be united. 

Name of Student: Susan Keji John
Sex/Age:  F/20  
Class:   Senior 4
School:  Juba Girls Secondary 
School 

South Sudan: Sustainable Peace.

Introduction
Sustainable peace means being in a peace 
that is endless or not only for one day but it’s 
continuous. 

Definition: 
Sustainable peace is the stage of being in 
peace, which has no end. 

My vision for sustainable peace in South 
Sudan is that people will have freedom of 
expression and they also live happily with no 
more gunshots compared to the way it is now. 

A peaceful South Sudan looks nice. It is 
evergreen and an enjoyable place where 
most of the people come from outside to 
live in because it has become very great land 
compared to other countries. In a peaceful 
South Sudan, my life will be different 
whereby everything is going well, I walk day 
and night and study in a peaceful nation. 

In Order To Achieve Sustainable Peace, The 
Following Must Be Stopped: 
1. Corruption. People should look 
at themselves as one South Sudanese. No 
more separating of people in order to achieve 
sustainable peace. 
2. Tribalism. Here I mean to say that 
people should stop identifying themselves 
according to their tribes. They must be one so 
that we achieve this endless peace. 
3. Leadership. Our leaders should 
understand themselves well. They should 
stop fighting each other because leadership 
cannot be taken through fighting but it’s the 
will of God. 

4. Famine is another problem facing 
the people in south Sudan. Everything in the 
market is being increased if you ask why, they 
will say, “Dollar has increased.” This is not 
good. If people are dying because of hunger, 
how can we have peace in our country? So 
this needs to be stopped in order to have 
peace in our country. 

Steps To Be Taken In Order To Have 
Sustainable Peace: 
1. Construction of hospitals
2. Building enough schools. 
3. Providing students with scholarship. 
4. Providing employment 
opportunities to the people. 
5. Supporting the orphans. 

Reasons For The Above Mentioned Steps: 
1. The reason why I say the government 
should construct enough hospitals is because 
we don’t have enough hospitals in our 
country. You find most of the people not 
going for treatment due to lack of enough 
hospitals in our country. 
2. They should work hand in hand 
in supporting education in South Sudan by 
building enough schools. 
3. They should also send students 
outside for studies though making scholarship 
for them in order to have better educational 
experiences in their life. 
4. I also say that the government 
should provide employment to the people 
because most of our people finished their 
university but are just home due to lack of 
enough jobs in the country. 
5. The government should also provide 
to the orphan’s needs and also support them 
on order to encourage them in their daily life. 
Conclusion. 
I conclude by saying people should live in 
peace, unity, love, and forgiveness in order to 
have a peaceful South Sudan. 

Name of Student: Leonardo Paul Biajo
Sex/Age: M/18  
Class:  Senior 4A
School:  Torit Day Secondary 
School

Essay On Sustainable Peace In South Sudan. 

A sustainable peace is a type of peace where 
people live in a country or a place for a long 
time without any war or violence. In short 
terms, it can also be described as a peace that 
is able to continue in the same way for a long 
time. I think for South Sudan to develop and 
cure its wounds, which were inflicted by the 
war; there is a need for a sustainable peace in 
the country. I have a dream that one day South 
Sudanese will live in peace and harmony as 
one people and not divided into ethnic groups 
or tribes. A peace in which a cat and a rat can 
live together without harming one another, 
I mean a situation where people peacefully 
coexist, share their sorrows and happiness 
together and focus towards nation building. 
  Steps to be taken to achieve 
my Vision. 
• The security sector should be 
reformed. 
• The rule of law should be enforced. 
• Awareness raising and sensitization 
programs for communities. 
• Reconciliation between the 
conflicting parties. 
• National dialogue should be 
advocated for.

To achieve a sustainable peace, the security 
sector reform should be enforced. The 
stakeholders must be influenced to engage 
in the reformation of the security sector, and 
a peaceful disarmament should be carried 

out in order to get rid of the unnecessary 
weapons in the hands of civilians, which 
always makes them to run mad and commit 
crimes. So, if these guns are collected, it will 
reduce crimes. Hence leading to a sustainable 
peace. 

The rule of law should be upheld and 
criminals should be held accountable and 
face the law in order to relieve the hearts of 
those whose houses were either burned to 
ashes, or their beloved ones shot to death. 
So, in this situation, such kind of people will 
never be willing to reconcile, unless they 
see the wrongdoers being taken to court and 
punished accordingly. 

Thirdly, awareness raising and sensitization 
programs on civic education, should be 
created from the grass-roots level on the 
importance of sustainable peace to make 
them know that war and violence only 
claims the life of an individual and brings 
suffering and poverty. Perhaps to make them 
understand that peace is like water that gives 
life to plants and conflict is like fire that 
destroys them. Not only that but also the 
conflicting parties should honestly reconcile 
in order to end the ongoing war because as 
the warring parties reconcile, it will show a 
good example to the citizens to reconcile too. 
I believe reconciliation will produce a great 
effect towards sustainable peace. 

For a sustainable peace, national dialogue 
should be advocated for and considered as 
a vital factor. As it is a formal discussion 
between two people or groups, it involves 
different categories of people like chiefs, 
community leaders, religious leaders, and 
politicians of who will give ideas and views 
that can lead to a sustainable peace. 
I can promote peace by ensuring that I have 
peace first in my heart and in my family, this 
can serve as an example to others, as they 
will admire the kind of life we live and also 
try to adopt it, which results into a sustainable 
peace. It can also be by having Bible learning; 
sharing with others because as people tend 
to share the word of God, this will help to 
drive away all the evil plans associated with 
crimes, and change them with God’s plans 
which are always for peace. 

In conclusion, a sustainable peace is a very 
expensive item that can be attained if people 
accept what they have done to others, and 
those to whom they offended, should simply 
forgive and forget. Then, we will have a 
sustainable peace in South Sudan. 
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South Sudan. 

“PEACE” in my view is a situation where 
human beings (or living things) live in a 
harmonious and enjoyable life. It involves 
absence of war, conflict, corruption, 
injustice and poverty. Therefore, to 
achieve my vision for sustainable peace 
in South Sudan, the following steps need 
to be observed; 

First of all, we want disarmament; 
disarmament is the process of getting rid 
of weapons. Though this, we are able to 
solve the conflict through negotiation, 
dialogue, and debate. By being disarmed, 
there will be free movement of people 
from one place to another without any 
obstacle. Through this, we can achieve 
sustainable peace in South Sudan. 

Secondly, there is a need to eradicate 
poverty since poverty is a threat to peace. 
Everyone, in a broad social, political, 
and economic sense should understand 
peace. The frustration, hostility, and 
anger generated by abject poverty cannot 
sustain peace in any society. 

Thirdly, educating citizens. By doing this, 
there should be balanced education (male 
and female) and balanced infrastructural 
development, medical services, and 
quality education to all. By exercising all 
this, we can achieve sustainable peace in 
South Sudan. 

Not only that, there is also a need 
to eliminate corruption, nepotism, 
tribalism, and robbery where people 
cold have freedom of movement without 
anything hindering them. For example, If 

I go to Unity State, people of that state 
should consider me as if I am from there. 
If someone from Unity State comes to 
Imotong state, the people from Imotong 
state should consider him/her as one of 
theirs. By doing so we are able to achieve 
sustainable peace. 

To continue with my view, I would like to 
go straight to some of the ways on how I 
can prom0te peace in South Sudan. 

First of all, organized leadership: every 
extended family, clan, and community 
have to choose the elderly person who 
can help to solve the local disputes by 
punishing the offenders according to the 
law and compensating the offended. This 
helps in reconciliation. Through this, we 
can promote peace. 
Secondly, educating the citizens on social 
values and norms; values such as respect, 
faithfulness, loyalty, and chastity, which 
should be highly rewarded, to avoid 
involving in social injustice like murder, 
rape, bribery, and cheating in business 
which are condemned in the Bible. 
According to James 5:4-6, murder is 
condemned. 

Thirdly, there should be fair distribution 
of wealth or resources at local level and 

community level involving elders to 
distribute the resources of the deceased 
to the people regardless of their age, sex, 
race, tribe, or religion. Through this, we 
can promote peace in the society or South 
Sudan at large. 
Forth, self-reflection and forgiveness; this 
means that you have to remember what 
you have done in the past to someone and 
you settle the disputes and reconcile with 
one another in understanding, prayers, 
and make peace, and through this we can 
promote peace. 
Lastly, accepting political changes; 
following the fight that erupted in 
December 2013; it was brought by top 
political leaders who failed to accept 
their changes. Let us understand one 
another in any way through agreement in 
order to promote peace in South Sudan. 

In conclusion, my message to all South 
Sudanese is “No peace with arms, No 
peace under oppression, Corruption, 
and Injustice, No fraternity without 
equality.” My wish is comradeship of 
all humankind. Let us all come together 
like children from one womb and fight 
against corruption, poverty, hunger, and 
starvation to achieve sustainable peace in 
South Sudan. “THANKS.”

1. Bridge2Rwanda: Empowerkids South 
Sudan from 2014, sponsored five 20 
outstanding young men and women into 
the Bridge2Rwanda, a 10-month college 
preparatory school in Kigali, Rwanda. 
Our goal is to identify and select, with 
the help of an international agency with 
which we have partnered, 4-5 young men 
and women who scored very high on their 
national secondary education exams for 
gap-year education as they prepare for the 
entry examinations into well-respected 
colleges and universities around the 
world. 11 of these young potential 
South Sudanese have secured fully paid 
scholarships in best international schools 
in the United States and Abu Dhabi. Our 
recruitment process begins in January, 
and once we identified the top students 
who scored highest on the national 
exams, we invited them for interviews in 
Juba in February, at which time we spent 
a great deal of time evaluating those we 
interviewed on a number of factors.  In 
2017, Empowerkids-South Sudan for 
the first time, conducted interviews 
for young South Sudanese at Kakuma 
Refugee Camp in Kenya. 

2. Solar Electricity: Following the 
successful installation of solar panels 
and related equipment at Nimule Model 
Secondary school several years ago, in 
February, 2016, we purchased the many 
solar panels and related equipment needed 
for installation at Juba Girl’s School. 
Also, in an effort to bring Juba Girl’s 
School forward, we have also purchased 
white boards for all of the classrooms to 
replace their outdated blackboards.  In 
March this year, Empowerkids-South 
Sudan installed 24/7 solar electricity 
at Juba Girls Secondary School where 

lighting is currently provided for all of 
the classrooms and all of the offices. Our 
main aim is to create conducive learning 
environment for our children and help 
them excel in their academics so that 
they grow as strong and powerful leaders 
of this country.

3. Clean Drinking Water (By Aqua 
Africa): As we all know, clean drinking 
water is nearly non-existent in most 
areas of South Sudan. As a result, people 
spend much of their day walking to 
water sources to fill jugs, pots, and other 
containers---then return to their homes 
with the heavy water containers atop 
their heads. Not only is this a terrible 
misuse of our human capital, it is also 
unsafe. Due to the unsanitary condition 
of the water, it will then have to be 
boiled---which is an additional misuse of 
another raw material---our wood, not to 
mention the air pollution created by the 
fire, In 2017, in a partnership with Aqua 
Africa (a 501 © 3, organization formed 
in the United States by a South Sudanese 
individual), we funded the development 
and installation of a wonderful addition 
to Nimule Hospital:  a fresh water well 
that now provides well over 100,000 
liters of safe, clean drinking water to the 
many hundreds of patients at the hospital.  
In addition to the patients at the hospital, 
we have also been able to extend water 
distribution lines into the surrounding 
Malakia East  and West neighborhoods 
in an effort to bring clean, fresh drinking 
water to nearly 5,000 men, women, and 
children on a daily and uninterrupted 
basis.
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Skype: hakim.monykuer.awuok
Website:empowerkidssouthsudan.com

OTHER INITIATIVES: 

    PEACE ESSAY ISSUE 001/APRIL 2018

Headmaster of Dr. John Garang NSS - Torit giving out gifts to of best ten

Group Photo of Fulla Sec Sch


